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BROWN’S FINAL STATE OF THE STATE 


ADDRESS SERVES AS 
VICTORY LAP, WARNING 


The L-word: Leery of the word ‘legacy, governor’s speech nevertheless defends 
his own while spelling out challenges of climate change and unfinished business 


BAY AREA MARKET 


There's 


a house 
coo wait, 
it’s gone 
Average time from 


listing to sale is ‘a 
very, very low number’ 


By Louis Hansen 
lhansen@bayareanewsgroup.com 


If you see a Bay Area home sale 
listing, don’t blink. You’ll miss it. 

Limited housing supply is driv- 
ing prices sky-high and forcing 
buyers to move ever more quickly. 
In Santa Clara County, the median 
time for an ex- 
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isting home on 
the market in 
December was 
9 days — by 
far the short- 
est listing-to- 
sale in any 
metro region 
in the state. 
Homes sales 
in the county 
moved twice 
as quickly as 
they did dur- 
ing the same 
period last 
year, according 
to a new report 
from the Cali- 
fornia Associ- 
ation of Real- 
tors. 


MOVE FAST 


Average times 
from listing to 
sale for Bay Area 
homes: 


9 days 


Santa Clara 
County 


12 days 


San Mateo 
County 


13 days 


Alameda County 


16 days 


Contra Costa 
County 


Flanked by Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon and Senate President Pro Tem Kevin de Leon, Gov. Jerry Brown greets the Legislature with 
a wave Thursday before delivering his 16th and final State of the State address, 43 years after giving his first. 


By Casey Tolan 


ctolan@bayareanewsgroup.com 


SACRAMENTO » For a poli- 
tician who winces at the L- 
word — “legacy” — Gov. Jerry 
Brown spent much of his State 
of the State address on Thurs- 
day defending the key projects 
and policies that will likely 
define his: the state’s belea- 
guered bullet train, his Delta 
tunnel plan and criminal jus- 
tice reforms reducing Califor- 
nia’s prison population. And he 
vowed to fight for the state’s 
controversial gas tax hike as a 
campaign to repeal it heats up. 
“California is setting the 
pace for the entire nation,” 
Brown said in his 16th and fi- 
nal State of the State speech. 
“Yes, there are critics, there 
are lawsuits — lots of them — 
and there are countless obsta- 
cles,” he said of the high-speed 
rail project, “but California 
was built on dreams and per- 


severance, and the bolder path 
is still our way forward.” 

The speech came off at 
times as a muted victory lap 
for Brown, a fixture on Califor- 
nia’s political scene for almost 
a half-century. 

California was still in eco- 
nomic free-fall from the Great 
Recession when he was inau- 
gurated in January 2011, and 
the state’s budget deficit was 
$27 billion. Brown’s final bud- 
get, which he released earlier 
this month, features a $6.1 bil- 
lion surplus. The state’s unem- 
ployment rate is at 4.3 percent, 
a record low and a steep drop 
from the 12 percent Brown in- 
herited. 

California “demonstrates 
that some American govern- 
ments can actually get things 
done — even in the face of 
deepening partisan division,” 
Brown said. 

He warned of continuing 
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Brown shakes hands with Senate Republican Leader Patricia 
Bates, of Laguna Nigel, as he walks to the podium to deliver his 
annual State of the State address. 


More online: For the latest coverage on California legisla- 
ture, visit WWW.MERCURYNEWS.COM/POLITICS. 


$52 MILLION PROJECT 


From Bay Bridge piers to boardwalks 


Old structures will 
be converted to vista 
points and walkways 


national destination because it’s 
one of the few places you can ac- 
tually get out into the bay,” said 
East Bay Regional Parks General 
Manager Bob Doyle. “You’ve got 
the port ships coming right by 


By Erin Baldassari to e n the o K 
ebaldassari@ come from this spot, so it’s go 


bayareanewsgroup.com 


Four piers from the eastern 
span of the old Bay Bridge will 
live on as a public boardwalk 
and vista point in Oakland and 
on Yerba Buena Island. 

Hailed as a “once-in-100-years 
opportunity” to give the public 
access to bay waters, transporta- 
tion officials agreed earlier this 
week to save the piers from de- 


COURTESY CALTRANS 


Piers from the Bay Bridge’s eastern span will be reused as a vista 
point and boardwalk at Yerba Buena Island, shown, and Oakland. 


the piers will be reused as part the redevelopment of the Bay 
of a larger park project that has Bridge. 


a lot of transportation history 
that’s really incredible.” 

The piers could open as early 
as the end of this year. 

The $52 million project will 
cost slightly more than demol- 
ishing the piers, an incremen- 
tal expense on an already pricey 
project that will yield big bene- 
fits, said Steve Heminger, exec- 
utive director of the Metropol- 
itan Transportation Commis- 


“Nine days 
is a very, very low number,” said 
Oscar Wei, senior economist for 
the California Association of Re- 
altors. “It’s the lowest we’ve seen 
since at least going back to 2007.” 
East Bay homes also moved 
at a brisk pace, according to the 
report. The median time on the 
market in December for an Al- 
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‘Trump says 
he supports 
a path to 
citizenship 


In return wants $25 billion 
for border wall, security 


By Jennifer Epstein 
Bloomberg News 


President Donald Trump will 
support a path to citizenship for 
as many as 1.8 million undocu- 
mented immigrants brought into 
the U.S. as children, doubling the 
number of people covered by cur- 
rent protections from deporta- 
tion, White House officials said 
Thursday. 

As part of any deal, Trump 
also wants Congress to provide a 
$25 billion trust fund to pay for 
a southern border wall and en- 
hanced security at ports of entry 
as well as improvements along the 
U.S.-Canada border. He also will 
seek additional funds for immi- 
gration enforcement personnel 
and immigration judges. 

The requests, detailed in what 
the White House is calling a “leg- 
islative framework” that is being 
delivered to Congress, also in- 
clude limiting family-based im- 
migration to nuclear families — 
spouses and children only — and 
ending the visa lottery system put 


molition. On the Oakland side, long been planned as part of “This park will be an inter- PIERS » PAGE6 CITIZENSHIP » PAGE 6 
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